
Welcome Everyone!

Phonics and Reading Meeting 
Tuesday 3rd October 2023



Welcome!

•Reading at school

•What is phonics? 

•Reading at home

•Supporting reluctant readers 
and reading with fluent 
readers.

•Questions



The Reading Diet 
• Individual reading to an adult. 

• Daily Phonics and Spelling:

• Reception and Year 1: Unlocking letters and 
sounds phonics programme.

• Year 2 - Unlocking letters and sounds and then 
no-nonsense spelling.

• Year 3 and 4 : No-nonsense spelling- applying the 
grapehemes they have learnt. 

• Guided Reading: 

• Reception and KS1: Guided Reading carousel.   

• KS2: Whole class guided reading.

• Discovering books through English and 
foundation subjects such as Science and History. 

• Daily storytime. 



What is Phonics? 
• Link between the words we say and the 

letters that represent each sound. 

•Grapheme – the written letter or groups of 
letters

•Phoneme – the sounds that the grapheme 
makes. 

Pronouncing pure sounds 

https://www.unlockinglettersandsounds.co.uk/institute/teacher/courseview/13/view


The Alphabetic Code 

44 
phonemes 

Simple 
Code

Complex 
Code



Phases

•Phase 2, 3, and 4 in Reception

•Phase 5 in Year 1 and 2

•All Phases revisited in KS2 in 
spelling

 



Actions

Phase 3 actions

https://www.unlockinglettersandsounds.co.uk/institute/teacher/courseview/13/view


Blending

•Pushing the phonemes together to make a 
word. 

 

Blending 

https://www.unlockinglettersandsounds.co.uk/institute/teacher/courseview/3/view


Spelling 

•Daily writing as part of phonics lessons 
or separate spelling sessions. 
• Segmenting words - use phonemes not 

letter names.
•Exploring alternative graphemes that 

correspond with the phoneme. 
•Practicing spelling common exception 

words. 



Common Exception Words

 



Reading and Books
Phonics books
• Children will be given books when they can 

blend – this will be different for every child.
• Books precisely match children’s phonics 

attainment.
• Phase books 2, 3, 4, 5 and mastery.

Further reading
• Colour banded books.
• Love of reading books/ library books.
• Digital library.



Reading at home 
• 5 – 10 minutes

• Choose a time that works for you

• Be positive and celebrate successes

• Encourage them to point to the 
graphemes

• Encourage them to say the sounds and 
blend them together

• Be patient and let them try and work it 
out 

• Read common exception words by sight. 

• Guide to reading at home

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hhu3xeNq3Kg&t=200s


Reading at home with fluent readers 

• Ask questions about what has happened 
and characters’ feelings

• Discuss vocabulary
• Discuss author's choice
• Predict what will happen next 
• Make connections between other books 

you have read. 
• Model your love of reading! 



Love of Reading
Engaging reluctant readers to promote a love of 
reading: 

• Choose the best time to read for your family 
e.g. bedtime, before dinner, in the morning. 

• Sit comfortably side by side so that you can 
both read the book.

• Provide a variety of texts if possible  e.g. 
comics, newspapers, poems.

• Experiences and visits.

• Family reading time.

• Share favourite books.



Questions

reverton@stjohnsfirstschool.org


