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​‘Let​​us​​love​​one​​another,​​for​​love​​comes​​from​​God’​

​1​​John​​4:7​

​Message​​from​​the​​Headteacher​

​Dear​​Parents​​and​​Carers,​

​It​​was​​wonderful​​to​​welcome​​so​​many​​of​​you​​to​​our​​Harvest​​service​​yesterday.​​The​​children​​spoke​​confidently​
​about​​thankfulness,​​and​​we​​are​​deeply​​grateful​​for​​your​​generous​​donations​​to​​Wimborne​​Food​​Bank.​

​We​​were​​delighted​​to​​welcome​​Clare​​back​​from​​Little​​Green​​Change​​this​​week.​​The​​children​​thoroughly​​enjoyed​
​planting​​bulbs​​around​​the​​fruit​​trees.​​We​​look​​forward​​to​​seeing​​them​​bloom​​in​​the​​spring!​

​As​​a​​reminder,​​individual​​school​​photographs​​will​​take​​place​​on​​Monday​​28th​​September.​​Please​​ensure​​Year​​1​
​Giraffes​​arrive​​dressed​​in​​their​​full​​school​​uniform.​​They​​should​​bring​​their​​Forest​​School​​clothes​​in​​a​​labelled​​bag​​to​
​change​​into​​for​​the​​afternoon​​session.​

​Parents​​and​​carers​​of​​our​​Reception​​Elephants​​class​​are​​invited​​to​​join​​us​​on​​Thursday​​1st​​October​​at​​2:45pm​​for​​an​
​informative​​session​​on​​our​​curriculum.​

​There’s​​only​​a​​week​​to​​go​​before​​our​​St​​John's​​Extra​​Mile​​obstacle​​and​​Colour​​run.​​Spaces​​are​​limited​​on​​each​​wave​
​so​​please​​book​​early​​to​​reserve​​your​​space.​

​This​​event​​is​​exclusive​​to​​St​​John's​​families,​​who​​can​​tackle​​the​​obstacles​​together,​​including;​



​●​ ​The​​cargo​​net​​crawl​
​●​ ​Balance​​beams​
​●​ ​2ft/3ft​​barriers​
​●​ ​Tyre​​run​
​●​ ​Stepping​​stones​
​●​ ​Paint​​station​​and​​water​​guns​

​Tickets​​are​​only​​£3​​each​​and​​all​​profit​​goes​​to​​friends​​of​​St​​John's​​to​​help​​the​​school.​​Book​​now​​to​​avoid​
​disappointment.​

​Best​​wishes​
​Miss​​Michelle​​Prince​
​Headteacher​

​Congratulations​​to​​these​​children​​who​​have​​gone​​above​​and​​beyond​​and​​sparkled​​this​​week:​

​Elephants:​​Gracie​​and​​Arthur​
​Giraffes:​​Carter​​and​​Kainan​
​Dolphins:​​Tommy​​and​​Ronnie​
​Pandas:​​Mo​​and​​Freddie​​B​
​Snow​​Leopards:​​Lydia​​and​​Immy​

​Half​​Term​​Value​​-​​Thankfulness​

​This​​week,​​we​​focused​​on​​our​​Christian​​value​​of​​Thankfulness​​as​​a​​meaningful​​way​​to​​show​​love​​-​​by​
​stopping,​​noticing​​the​​goodness​​and​​love​​around​​us,​​and​​taking​​the​​time​​to​​say​​thank​​you.​
​We​​shared​​the​​Bible​​story​​of​​Jesus​​healing​​the​​ten​​men​​with​​leprosy​​(Luke​​17:11-19),​​noting​​how​​only​​one​​man​
​returned​​to​​give​​thanks​​to​​Jesus.​​Together,​​we​​discussed​​the​​importance​​of​​pausing​​to​​notice​​all​​we​​have​​to​​be​
​thankful​​for​​rather​​than​​rushing​​off​​like​​the​​nine​​men​​did.​

​School​​Nurse​​Drop​​in​
​Please​​be​​reminded​​the​​School​​Nurse​​will​​be​​holding​​a​​Drop-In​​session​​at​​school​​on​​Thursday​​1st​​October​​from​
​8:40am​​-​​10:20am.​
​This​​will​​be​​an​​opportunity​​for​​parents​​to​​have​​an​​individual​​20​​minute​​appointment​​with​​the​​School​​Nurse​​to​
​discuss​​any​​health​​concerns/seek​​advice​​regarding​​their​​child.​
​To​​book​​an​​appointment,​​please​​contact​​the​​school​​office​​by​​telephone​​01202​​883675​​or​​email​
​office@stjohnsfirstschool.org​

​Leaves​​of​​Absence​
​When​​considering​​requests​​for​​leave​​of​​absence,​​schools​​must​​follow​​national​​attendance​​guidance.​​Headteachers​
​have​​no​​discretion​​to​​grant​​a​​leave​​of​​absence​​during​​term​​time​​unless​​there​​are​​genuinely​​exceptional​
​circumstances.​​The​​fundamental​​principles​​for​​defining​​‘exceptional’​​are​​rare,​​significant,​​unavoidable​​and​​short;​
​'unavoidable'​​should​​be​​taken​​to​​mean​​an​​event​​that​​could​​not​​reasonably​​be​​scheduled​​at​​another​​time.​​Please​
​see​​our​​attendance​​policy​​for​​further​​information.​

mailto:office@stjohnsfirstschool.org
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​Health​​and​​Safety​
​Please​​ensure​​that​​children​​remain​​closely​​supervised​​by​​the​​adult​​collecting​​them​​at​​all​​times​​during​​after​​school​
​pick​​up.​​For​​their​​safety,​​children​​must​​not​​use​​the​​play​​equipment​​or​​climb​​on​​the​​walls​​around​​the​​Values​​Garden.​
​Your​​cooperation​​in​​keeping​​children​​nearby​​while​​speaking​​with​​staff​​and​​other​​parents​​is​​greatly​​appreciated.​

​Your​​child​​is​​invited​​to​​try​​one​​or​​both​​of​​High​​Pine​​Music​​after​​school​​clubs​​completely​​FREE!​

​Choir​

​Ukers​

​Both​​clubs​​run​​on​​Wednesdays​​from​​3:15pm–4pm​​in​​different​​classrooms​​.​

​It’s​​a​​relaxed,​​fun​​way​​to​​introduce​​your​​child​​to​​music,​​where​​they​​can​​play​​and​​sing​​their​​favourite​​songs,​​make​
​friends​​and​​have​​a​​go​​with​​no​​pressure​​to​​continue​​.​

​A​​ll​​instruments​​and​​equipment​​are​​provided​​.​

​If​​they​​love​​it,​​they’re​​welcome​​to​​continue​​-​​but​​there’s​​absolutely​​no​​commitment​​to​​do​​so!​

​To​​book​​your​​child’s​​free​​trial,​​email​​India​​at:​​info@highpinemusic.com​

​Wimborne​​Minister​​Christmas​​Lights​​Children’s​​Poster​​Competition​

​Wimborne​​Minster​​Town​​Council​​are​​inviting​​children​​to​​get​​creative​​and​​design​​the​​poster​​for​​this​​year’s​​Christmas​
​Lights​​Switch-On!​ ​The​​winning​​entry​​in​​each​​age​​category​​will​​receive​​a​​prize,​​and​​the​​winning​​posters​​will​​be​​used​
​to​​help​​promote​​the​​2026​​Christmas​​Lights​​Switch-On​​in​​Wimborne​​Minster.​​There​​are​​two​​categories:​​Ages​​5–7​
​(KS1)​​and​​Ages​​7–11​​(KS2).​​All​​the​​details,​​including​​how​​to​​enter​​and​​what​​information​​needs​​to​​appear​​on​​the​
​poster,​​are​​included​​on​​the​​flyer​​at​​the​​end​​of​​the​​newsletter.​​The​​deadline​​for​​entries​​is​​Friday​​30​​October​​2026​

​Attendance​

​Well​​done​​Snow​​Leopards!​

​**New​​Dates​​Added**​
​Dates​​for​​your​​diary​
​What’s​​on​​this​​wee​​k​
​Monday​​28th​​September​
​Individual​​Photographs​
​Thursday​​1st​​October​
​Nurse​​Drop​​in​​8:40am​​-​​10:20am​
​Year​​R​​Curriculum​​Meeting​​for​​parents/carers​​2:45pm​
​Friday​​2nd​​October​
​Open​​Morning​​for​​prospective​​new​​parents​
​Saturday​​3rd​​October​
​The​​Extra​​Mile​​Event​
​Tuesday​​13th​​October​
​Books​​at​​Bedtime​​6pm​​-​​(CHANGE​​OF​​DATE​​due​​to​
​clash​​with​​St​​Michael’s​​Middle​​School​​Open​​Evening)​
​Friday​​16th​​October​
​Five​​Loaves​​Bakery​
​Tuesday​​20th​​October​
​Parents’​​Consultations​​3:30pm​​-​​6:30pm​
​Wednesday​​21st​​October​
​Y4​​Trip​​to​​Ancient​​Technology​​Centre​
​Thursday​​22nd​​October​
​Parents’​​Consultations​​3:30pm​​-​​6:30pm​
​Monday​​26th​​-​​Friday​​30th​​October​
​Half​​Term​​Holiday​
​Monday​​2nd​​November​
​INSET​​Day​​(No​​children​​in​​School)​
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​Friday​​20th​​November​
​Disco​
​YR​​and​​Y1​​3:15pm​​-​​4:00pm​
​Y2,​​Y3​​and​​Y4​​4:15pm​​-​​5:00pm​
​Tuesday​​1st​​December​
​Flu​​Immunisations​​(for​​invited​​children)​
​Friday​​11th​​December​
​Five​​Loaves​​Bakery​
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